Introduction
The reported cases of venereal diseases in the Pacific islands north of the equator have already been considered.1 International health statistics for the islands of the South Pacific are published by the World Health Organisation and by the South Pacific Commission, a consultative and advisory body set up in 1947 by the six governments then responsible for the administration of the various island territories-namely, Australia, France, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the USA. Since that time the Netherlands have ceased to participate, but as an increasing number of countries achieve independence new participating members are being added-Western Samoa (1964), Nauru (1969) , Fiji (1971) , Papua New Guinea (1975) , and the Gilbert Islands (Kiribati) (1979) .
Tourism is vital to the economy in many Pacific islands and is fostered by the airlines which serve them (table II) . International air routes in the South Pacifi'c run in a north-east to south-west direction from the USA-by way of Honolulu, or Nadi (Fiji), or both, but less often by way of Rarotonga in the Cook Islands or Pago Pago in American Samoa-to New Zealand and Australia. A transverse route links Papeete (Tahiti) in French Polynesia, Nadi (Fiji), and Noumea in New Caledonia (also French), with extensions on both sides and northwards also through Nauru. These key centres are linked by international flights connecting the islands with the Americas and with Australasia, but these and other airports also provide local flights between adjacent island groups and different points on the island groups themselves. For Northern region In the northern region the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands has both the largest land area and the greatest population (133 000) distributed among those of its 1350 or so coral islets which are inhabited and which extend 4000 miles from east to west and lie just north of the equator; the equally scattered Gilbert Islands have the second largest land area. Both Nauru and Tuvalu cover 10 square miles or less with populations between 7000 and 7400 (table III) .
Ocean Island (in the Gilbert Islands) and Nauru, both of which lie just south of the equator, have been heavily mined for phosphates. The rich inhabitants of the latter have a very high prevalence of diabetes.
Eastern region
The eastern region covers more than 2-5 times the land area of the northern region and has approximately 15 times its population (table III) .
The most scattered group of islands, covering some 2-75 million square miles of ocean, is that of French Polynesia, comprising the Marquesa Islands, the Society Islands, the Tuamotu Archipelago, and the Austral and Gambier Island complexes. Their total population is exceeded by that of Western Samoa, a more compact group of two large and seven small islands. The smallest islands in this region are the three coral atolls of Tokelau (population 1600) and Pitcairn Island (and its adjoining atolls) with a population of only 100.
The Galapagos Islands (not a member of the South Pacific Commission) lie almost on the equator to the eastern edge of the region on the same latitude as the coast of Ecuador, to which they belong.
Western region
The western region is the largest region in terms of population and land area (both population and size being disproportionately exaggerated by the presence of Papua New Guinea). Even excluding Papua New Guinea, the population and size of the remaining territories are several times greater than those of the other two regions (table III) .
The western region contains rich mineral deposits of copper in Bougainville, lately separated from Papua New Guinea, and of nickel in New Caledonia. In the smaller islands, the improvement in communications, the expanding tourist industry, and the increased number of schools for the local children seem to have led to the disappearance of yaws; if these conditions are maintained the disease is unlikely to return. 
Conclusion
All data relating to the sexually transmitted diseases in the South Pacific as a whole are dominated by those from Papua New Guinea. These will therefore be considered in more detail in the third and last paper in this series. 16 of the South Pacific. 
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